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The Kingfisher Story Collection [2] is a treasure trove of short stories that gently introduces 
readers to the richness of Vietnamese culture while offering profound social commentary 
wrapped in humor. Originally written in Vietnamese and now expanded into this third 
edition, Quan-Hoang Vuong has created a collection that is both accessible and deeply 
reflective, making it an absolute must-read for anyone who enjoys literature that carries 
cultural significance along with wit. 


At the center of the stories is Kingfisher, a delightful protagonist whose experiences in the 


bird village feel ordinary yet universal, capturing the complexities of life in a lighthearted 
way. The subtle humor Vuong weaves into the narrative makes each story enjoyable and 
engaging, while the undertones of satire invite readers to reflect on broader human issues. 
There’s a balance here that I found incredibly refreshing—each tale is whimsical yet 
thoughtful, prompting moments of laughter followed by introspection. 


(*) Note: This column reprints Vdeva’s review appearing on the Amazon page of the title: 
for clarity and fitting our house style. 
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